Darlene Ellison Short Bio

 Darlene’s charmed life as wife, mother, philanthropist, psychologist and businesswoman spiraled out of control when she learned that the man to whom she had been married for more than 10 years, and with whom she had children, was arrested in an FBI sting operation. He was revealed to be a long-time sexual predator of young boys both in the United States and abroad. 

Engulfed in a very public situation that left her emotionally paralyzed, Darlene made the choice to not just survive, but thrive. She overcame humiliation, anger and fear to transform her horrific tragedy into something that could help others. Darlene began talking openly and proactively with her children and, later, concerned adults who wanted to learn from her experience.  

Darlene Ellison has a host of personal and professional “stepping stones” that have helped equip her to the professional tasks she now takes on.

As a former professional counselor, followed by 8 years as a Development consultant, her current role as the Vice President of Business Development for Professional Bank, N.A., allowed her to create a unique business development strategic plan that focuses on niche positioning and high touch customer service.  She is the founder of two award-winning Women in Business organizations, as well as the Future Women in Business internship program for college-aged women.

Darlene has been featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show’s “What Pedophiles Don’t Want You to Know,” in a 20/20 interview with Deborah Roberts, and in Dallas’ D Magazine. She also appeared in a special television segment of Dateline NBC’s “To Catch a Predator,” as well as several local media appearances.
Most recently, Darlene was honored as the Greater East Dallas Chamber of Commerce’s 2009 Entrepreneur of the Year.  Darlene’s award-winning book, The Predator Next Door” was released in February 2009.  Her second book, “Create Your Own Current” is due for release in 2010.
www.darleneellison.com
