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Art & Fashion Hit the Spotlight at the 8th Annual Rising Star Awards gala honoring Community Leaders and Dallas' Rising Stars in the Fashion and Lifestyle Industries 
Gala benefited Fashion Group International of Dallas, Inc.

(November 25, 2008 – Dallas) Dallas’ fashion and art crowd came together for the Fashion Group International of Dallas, Inc. 8th Annual Rising Star Awards Art & Fashion gala honoring Career Achievement Award recipients Guy and Bruno Mascolo of Toni & Guy, community leaders and rising stars in the fashion and lifestyle industries. 

Jenny Siede and Dana Melton co-chaired the glamorous creative black-tie gala, welcoming over 500 party-goers along with award recipients and presenters at Hotel Palomar Dallas.  The gala featured outrageous vignettes of Picasso-headed models coordinated by Jan Strimple Productions, with fashions by Stanley Korshak. Fashion guests were entertained by upbeat live music provided by local band Island Boogies.


Michael Faircloth, world-renown fashion designer, served as the Master of Ceremonies. 
He introduced the evening’s Rising Star Award honorees and their presenters and his anecdotes for each recipient were poignant and entertaining.

2008 Rising Star Honorees:
· New Community Retailer: Kacky & Carl, Lisa Barnes and Kacky Shelley, Owners.
Presenter: Nat Ekelman.
· Fashion Design: Craig Muller. Presenter: Michelle Frenette Simmons.
· Fashion Communication: Pink Memo. Maxine Morgan Trowbridge, CEO/Founder. 
Presenter: Pamela Martin-Duarte. 
· Art: Holly Johnson Gallery. Holly Johnson, Owner and Director. 

Presenter: Caren McGratty. 
Community Recognition
· Fashion Innovation: Jan Strimple, Jan Strimple Productions. Presenter: Shadia Awwad.
· Career Achievement: Toni&Guy. Guy Mascolo, Chairman of the Board and Bruno 
Mascolo, Chairman and CEO. Presenter: Paul Joseph Marzioli, Founding Director.
· Inspirational: Kenneth Craighead, Craighead-Green Gallery. Kenneth Craighead and 
Steve Green, Owners. Presenter: Terri Provencal.

Some VIPs joining the crowd were JD Miller, renowned artist who painted an original abstract work of art in the image of the Fashion Innovation Award recipient Jan Strimple for the event; Dr. Wolfram Siede; Kiran Bindra; Susanne Taylor; Paul Sutton; Gianna Madrini, David Davis; Leslie Elliot; Lance Avery Morgan, Amber and Chance Jackson. Marie Conners-Lavigne is the Regional Director of Fashion Group International of Dallas, Inc.

The purpose of the awards is to recognize emerging talent and honor career achievements in the Dallas fashion, home, beauty and art community. 

The FGI of Dallas Rising Stars were nominated and selected by respected Dallas FGI members on the Risng Star Awards Committee. Rising Star honorees must have a minimum of 2 years and a maximum of 5 years in business.  Career Achievement honorees must show extraordinary leadership and achievement in their industry and in the community.  

About Fashion Group International: The Fashion Group International is a global, non-profit, association of dynamic professionals of achievement and influence from all areas of the fashion industry – apparel, accessories, beauty and home.  


FGI’s mission is to be the preeminent authority on the business of fashion and design and to help its members become more effective in their careers.  To do this, FGI provides insights on major trends in person, online and in print, access to business professionals and a gateway to the influence fashion plays in the marketplace.
Award Details: 
Art
This award honors the influence and inspiration of art as it relates to fashion and style.
Fashion Design


This category honors a local up-and-coming designer in the area of apparel and fashion accessories.

Fashion Communication


This category honors an organization or individual who has done exemplary work in the field for fashion or lifestyle communication including publications, photography or public relations.

New Community Retailer


This category honors a retail store that is new to Dallas and the metroplex.

Fashion Innovation


The award honors a company or individual who has transcended the ordinary regarding the fashion to fashion-related industry at the local level and has raised the bar for others to reach.
Inspirational


This award is given to a company or individual in the community who has inspired others by their actions and attitude with regard to occupation, philanthropy, and community service.
Career Achievement 


This category honors a company or individual who has shown foresight, creativity, and longevity in the area of Fashion or Lifestyle Retail, setting an example for others to follow.

For more information, contact  FGI DallasOperations Manager at 214-634-0204 or visit Fashion Group International Dallas website at http://dallas.fgi.org 
The 8th Rising Star Awards Sponsors & Constributors

Each year’s Rising Star Awards is made possible with the generosity from supporters, donors and corporate sponsors.

DOUBLE DIAMOND $5000 and up
J.D. Miller of Samuel Lynne Galleries
DIAMOND $2500 - $4999
Brighton, Dallas Market Center, Lorren Bell, Lori Veith Sales

RUBY $500 - $999
Abstract Zebra, Eric Javits, Joia de Majorca, Lady Primrose Products, Otazu for Addditionals US, Touch of France

EMERALD $1000 - $2499
Bodhi Handbags, Central Market, Gallery Six, Gallery XI, La Fiorentina, Nora Dorfer, P A Turner, The Patricia Group

SAPPHIRE $250 - $499
çarnce by Chance Jackson, Cole Haan, Inge Christopher, in.Style eXchange, Jenlari

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Dallas Market Center, Elle Jewelry, JC Penney, Modern Luxury Dallas, Hotel Palomar Dallas
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